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v Brittany, Kayla, Brandon, and WilliamMother’s Life Story Chungnui Li Chan
Born 10/24/1929 Pass 9/15/2014 84 years of ageCreativity, Courage and
PerseveranceLi, Chung Nui was born in China with parents who never attended
school and had worked on the farm all their lives. Her only sibling was an older sister
who worked on the farm alongside her parents. My mother’s goal as she grew up was
to get out from the farming business, as she hated insects. She was determined to
leave China for a better life other than the farm. At that time, Hong Kong was the
only viable choice. Sure enough, an arranged marriage expert showed a few photos
of eligible bachelors who were looking for brides. My mother immediately fell in
love with a 5 foot 7 inches, good looking gentleman which was my father. My mother
who was 16 years of age at that time, instructed by her mom to get married as soon as
possible. The day of her wedding, she packed a small suitcase, two red candles
burning and bowed to her parents; then off she went with a train ticket and an
address in her hand to look for her husband named Chan, Chung Bun.Life was harsh
during 1947, as the poverty level was very high. My mother looked for jobs in the
sewing factory and was responsible for ironing clothing and had worked 10 hours a
day and 7 days a week. Whereas, my father who had no education, landed a job as an
elevator operator for a major England company, Hong Kong Land. They both
worked long hours and tried very hard to earn a living. At age 18, my mother gave
birth to her first child and thereafter, gave birth to 8 more children — a total of 9
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children from 1948 to 1964, 5 girls and 4 sons. While she maintained a positive
attitude in life and looked for way to make ends meet, she borrowed $50.00 from a
loan shark to start her business which was a simple wooden mobile cart with a couple
of boiling devices. She managed to sell porridge and friend donuts and other
breakfast goodies during peak morning hours. She soon paid off the loan shark and
ran her business with profitable gains. However, she was forced to give up that during
her pregnancy. Since income was so important to her, she found ingenious ways to
bring projects home, so she could earn more money such as sewing wigs, plastic
flower assembly and sewing doll clothing.In 1976, we all were immigrated to the
United States and given an opportunity for a better life, long with 3 sons and 4
daughters. We breathed into the fresh air of Golden Mountain, USA. Like all new
immigrants, working in the sewing factory were the only options for the family, after
a long day in the factory. My mom still takes clothing from the factory and continues
in the basement, so she can earn more money for all of us. Working so hard all her
life, she endured numerous medical issues. She had an ulcer, as well as undergoing a
huge surgery to remove part of her stomach. She recovered and still maintained an
“impossible is nothing” attitude through it all.In 1978, we opened Man Sang BBQ
restaurant on Powell Street in Chinatown. Our first family business was operated by
Eddy and Simon, her beloved sons who have passed away. Business was sustainable
until she added her specialty product to boost revenue. My mom, aka “Super Chet”
made Chinese tamales as an added delicacy known as “Zong”. Due to lack of
immigrant and unfavorable location, our business closed after a few years.Mom
inspired me all of my life by her clever thinking, lightning speed in learning new
tasks and adapting to any given adversity. Her ability to watch and transpire concept
into action just WOWed me to this day and forever. For example, I attended a
prestige elementary private school in Hong Kong which requires Spring/Winter
uniforms and the cost was unbearably high and my mother would visit the school
and stand in front of the mannequin displayed in the office for hours, turning the
uniform inside and out when nobody was looking. The next day, I would have my
uniform sewn, ironed and polished by my mom.I think she is the best MOM I could
ever ask for. Since I am the youngest of the family, I took the honor in taking her to
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the doctors all of her life and helped her translate English to Chinese so she can
understand her medical condition. At age 42, Mom had developed a serious heart
problem. The doctor ordered her to slow down and stop working. Soon after the
doctor’s advice, she suffered a heart attack at age 43, which required angioplasty.
Before she could recover, she had another one after two years. A second angioplasty
was performed and finally a triple bypass was required to fix the problem. As she
aged, she also suffered from colon cancer, gall bladder stone and a hemorrhagic
stroke. Despite all of these medical conditions, she magically recovered from all
these ailments. Finally at age 70, she was diagnosed with dementia and forced to
move into assisted living for her own safety. Over a span of fourteen years, we
watched as her memory deteriorated. In the past two years, she had lost all of her
verbal skills, the ability to feed herself and was unable to recognize and talk to us.In
closing, the best memory of my mother is that “Nothing can get in her way” as she
was always determined, hardworking, creative, courageous and full of life. Attitude
dictates behaviors, if there is a will — there is a way! More importantly, despite not
attending any school, she understood the importance of education for her children,
and tried extremely hard in her ability to allow her children to have a proper
education. I remember distinctively what she said to me, “Since no one graduated
from college...you are the last one in the family — can you please do me that favor
and make our family proud. I was only 9 years old but I took that whole
heartedly!Mom, I really hope I made you proud and I will miss you forever!!! I love
you so so much Mom!She left behind:Children: 5 daughter: Shirley, Wendy,
Suzanna, Anlity, Angela — 2 sons: Andy and JackieGrandchildren: Raymond, Sandy,
Richie, Tim, Elaine, Edgar, Crystal, Anthony, Eric, Delores Joyce, Andrea Jeffrey,
Jeanette, Victor, Nathan and JustinGreat Grandchildren: Brittany, Kayla, Brandon and
William
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